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PREFACE. 


E reader  may  remember  the  oppofi- 
tion  Lord  John  Cavendifh’s  medicine  adt  re- 
ceived from  me  in  the  general  execution 
thereof;  before  even  its  commencement,  I 
published  my  opinion  in  the  public  papers  : 
it  was  an  adt  againft  the  five  patent  medicines 
only  then  exifting.  Soon  after  I wrote  a 
pamphlet,  entitled.  Advice  to  Bookfellers 
not  to  fell  Stamps,  nor  the  Public  to  pay  for 
them.  Patent  Medicines  excepted.*  In  con- 
fequence  thereof,  Meffrs.  Dicey,  Meffrs. 
Wrays,  and  Mr.  Newbery  refufed  to  take 
out  a licence  the  next  year,  on  which  trials 
commenced ; Mr,  Newbery  having  but  one 
patent  medicine  in  force,  gained  a verdidt  in 
his  favour ; but  Meffrs . Wrays  having  fold 
a tooth-brufh,  was  adjudged  for  fo  heinous 

* The  Monthly  Reviewer  on  this  performance  obferved, 
— Mr.  Spillbury  has  made  many  Ihrewd  Remarks  on  a nice 
fubjeft,  and  the  public  are  much  obliged  to  him. 
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a crime  to  ftamp  his  Daffy’s  Elixir,  See. 
while  Meffrs.  Dicey  were  allowed  to  fell 
theirs  duty  free. 

My  Difcurfory  Thoughts  on  the  medicine 
and  the  horfe  aft  were  then  published. — 
1 claim  the  credit  that  I was  the  firft  perfon 
in  England  who  flood  up  for  the  farmers 
and  the  labouring,  part  of  the  community, 
and  contended  the  horfe  aft  did  not  require 
a horfe  to  be  entered  which  was  merely  rode 
on  through  ncceffity.  The  alteration  of  thefe 
adds  has  juflified  and  crowned  my  endeavours 
to  foften  and  equalize  them. 

Refpefting  the  medicine  aft,  finding 
bookfellers  impofing  flamps  where  the  aft 
did  not  require  it,  I wrote  feveral  letters  to 
them  in  the  newfpapersj  and  this  epiflle, 
now  re-printed  frpm  the  folio  fecond  edition 
was  one,  which  I was  preparing  for  their 
confideration,  in  hopes  of  driving  that  dread- 
ful apparition  from  before  their  eyes,  an  Ex- 
chequer Writ, 

I own  I laboured  hard  in  this  unfruitful 
vintage,  and  was  in  hopes  his  Majefly  would 
not  have  figned  this  paragon  of  adds,  enti- 
tled the  medicine  aft,  which  operates  only 
againfl  his  afflifted  fubjefts,  and  is  a mofl 
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partial  one  indeed.  Why?  — becaufe  all 
other  taxes  a perfon  may  choofe  if  he  will 
pay  fuch  impofts — here  he  cannot.  To  ex- 
plain— a man  may  choofe  whether  he  keeps 
horfes,  fervants,  or  a houfe,  but  no  man  can 
command  health.  It  has  been  argued,  that 
the  principle  I wrote  on  was  felf-intereft, 
from  the  adt  militating  againft  my  line  of 
bulinefs.  In  anfwer  thereto,  I folemnly  de- 
clare i am  greatly  benefited  by  the  medicine 
act,  and  have  not  a with  for  repealing  it  on 
my  account  : But  as  to  the  principle,  I exe- 
crate it  beyond  all  imagination  as  the  moft 
heavy  unexemplary  tax  human  nature  ever 
experienced,  an  impoft  on  mifery  and  dif- 
eafe  *.  Moreover  when  it  is  remembered 
his  Majefty,  whom  heaven  blefs,  came  to 
prefide  over  us,  he  fucceeded  to  the  great- 
eft  pofteffions  as  a monarch  that  ever  this 
country  witneftcd — When  he  came  to  the 
throne,  fhould  it  have  been  whifpered  to  him 
by  a fuperior  being,  that  in  a few  years  he 
fhould  fign  an  a dt  which  would  wrench  a 
partial  tribute  from  perfons  aftlidted  with  the 
Itch,  the  Leprosy,  and  the  Scab,  becaufe 

* It  is  remarkable  this  aft  does  not  extend  to  difeafed  cattle. 

they 
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they  ufed  the  beft  means  in  their  opinion 
and  power  to  free  themfelves  from  fuch 
loathfome  diftempers,  would  not  that  me- 
morable exclamation  Hafael  uttered  to  Eli- 
Ilia  on  another  occafion,  have  occurred  to 
his  mind. 

I never  underftood  that  Great  Britain  was 
fo  reduced  in  her  finances,  as  to  require 
fuch  modes  of  taxation  — I thought  the 
honour  of  my  King  was  too  facred  thus  to 
be  fported  with,  and  in  particular  after  that 
fatal  era  the  conclufion  of  a civil  war  with 
America,  who  refufed  to  have  their  pro- 
perty excifed  by  ftamps ; when  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  introduced  the  fecond  general  medicine 
act,  declared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a 
year  after,  much  was  to  be  faid  in  favour 
againft  taxing  medicines  when  the  perfumery 
bill  was  in  debate,  I own  it  gave  me  plea- 
fure  After  the  medicine  adt  had  palled  I 
fupprefted  the  remaining  fheets,  from  which 
this  is  now  printed  in  compliance  with  the 
with  of  a number  of  my  patients,  as  a me- 
morable proteft  againft  a medicine  add  by  an 
individual ; the  other  remarks  is  the  laft  elfay 
I publilhed  in  the  news-papers  on  this  adt ; 
and  at  that  time  did  intend  amufing  mylelf 

with 
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,with  occafional  remarks,  either  in  a feri<5u$ 
or  a comic  itile  j but  my  attention  was  call- 
ed off  by  my  vocation,  and  obferving  Quacks, 
had  gained  peculiar  advantages,  and  the  fale 
of  medicines  increafed,*  I agreed  with  the 
public,  who  fhould  dare  now  to  bring  any 
accufations  againfl  the  Royal  Society  of 
Quacks,  who  now  are  complimented  with 
M.  L.  by  way  of  honorary  decree  — whofe 
intereft  is  promoted  — whofe  character  is 

* At  the  Stamp  Office  it  is  fpoken  with  peculiar  pleafure  of  the  en- 
creafing  demand  tor  medicine  it  amps  — what  a godlike  fubjeCt  for  ex- 
ultation ! Another  triumph  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  penetrating  wiidom  which 
adorns  his  adminiftratiqigis  : — The  officers  of  the  Stamp  Office,  with 
his  approbation,  do  not  fcruple  to  own  the)'  patronize  informers,  a fet 
of  men  fo  juftly  reprobated  in  the  Morning  Herald,  October  9,  178S, 
from  which  the  following  lines  are  an  extraCt. 

“ It  is  a "lamentable  inftance  of  ltate  necdTity,  that  fuch  mifci'eants 
ffiould  be  nurtured  in  a country  where  honor  and  confidence  are  held  as 
manly)virtaes-.  Tde  encouragements  offered  to  thole  reptiles  are  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  premiums  on  the  bafelt  kind  of  villainy,  infti- 
g^mg'Unpnnci)littLwiCt(lhes  to  culti  vate  the  confidence  of  the  credu- 
lous and  unfufpocting,  and  then  bribing  them  to.  treachery  and  ruin. 

“ Such  mealdrts  may  Have  a temporary  effeCt  in  partidlly  benefiting 
the  revenue,  but  they  in  reality  ferve  only  to  injure  it  in_  a- tenfold  de- 
gree.— Th'e fell ow,  who'once'defcends'to  the-fcafenefs  of  ah  Informer, 
is  precluded  by  general  contempt  from  leekinjr  fubfiftence  by  any  ho* 
fleft  calling.  - d - ' 1 

Treachery k perjury,  and  collufon,  are  the  adopted  fources  of  his 
exiftence,  aMvtb'theIe  he'reforts  a s'- his  private  purpofes  fuggeft — re- 
gardlefs  of  the  revenue  or  its  defaulters. 

“ The  reflection  is  ftill  more  dreadful,  when  we  view  tile  confe- 
quences  of  a connection,  or  rather  co-partner/hip  between  thefe  out- 
cafts  of  fociety,  and  the  guardians  of  our  laws  : — that  fuch  a connec- 
tion exilts,  cannot  be  doubted.  ?j  • 

“ This  fubjeCt,  as . interefting  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  and 
ultimately  to  the  exiftence  of  the  ftate,  merits  parliamentary  confidcr- 
ation — and  the  immediate  adoption  of  fome  commutary  principle  in 
the  revenue  laws  — effectually  adequate  to  fecure  the  neceflary  imports, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  ltate,  without  reforting*to  the  infamous  allilt- 
ance  of  perjurers,  and  the  explofion  of  focial  confidence.” 

refined. 
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refined,  and  rendered  as  immaculate  as  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — No  more  is 
feared  the  feoff  of  vulgar  minds  ; they  rank 
with  courtiers  at  St.  James’s  — there  viewed 
with  admiration  as  the  prop'of  a fallen  flate. 
Their  budgets  teeming  only  for  the  good  of 
the  nation,  appear  in  fuperior  light  over 
other  Doctors  fluff  as  comets  blaze  more 
fiery  than  other  flars.  Afk  the  queflion, 
for  whofe  benefit  they  vend  their  packets  ? 

Ego  & Meus  Rex  is  the  anfwer. Thus 

in  unifon  they  fing,  with  Miniflers  of  Hate, 
Quacks  all. 

Ere  I clofe  this  preface,  I beg  leave  to 
acknowledge  and  fhall  ever  retain  a grateful 
fenfe  of  the  candor,  and  gentlemens  beha^ 
viour  I experienced  from  his  Majefly’s  Ho- 
nourable Commiffioners  of  the  Stamps,  re- 
lative to  the  various  and  numerous  flridtures 
on  the  medicine  a£t,  during  two  year’s 
contention. 


Soho  Square, 
Qfloberio,  1788. 
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TO  THE 


BOOKSELLERS 

o F 

GREAT  BRITAIN, 

Who  had  impofed  on  the  Public,  Stamps  with  the 
common  Medicines,  only  through  Fear  of  an  Ex- 
chequer 'Threat , under  the  Notion  that  the  Atd  of 
Parliament,  as  inftituted  by  Lord  John  Cavendijh 
again  ft  Patent  Medicines,  1783,  included  all  other 
Ncftrums  they  fold. 


Gentlemen, 

Is  there  occafion  to  add  refs  myfelf  once  more 
on  this  mournful  fubjedt,  to  perfuade  you  to  adt 
as  men,  endowed  with  reafon,  as  citizens  of  a free 
country,  bleffed  with  the  name  of  Britons  ? Sur- 
vey your  fetters,  woven  by  imaginary  power,  ri- 
vetted  by  terror,  which  have  dilgraced  yourfelves, 
and  refledt  no  credit  either  on  your  King  or  coun- 
try. The  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  the  guard!*- 
ans  of  conftitutional  freedom  are  now  your  friends  ; 
they  have  declared  from  the  Bench  of  Juftice,  no 
fuch  acts  as  the  medicine  act  is,  (which  operates 
only  by  fear,  in  a partial  manner  on  the  fubjedt, 
contrary  to  the  didtates  of  reafon,  juft  ice,  and  hu- 
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lenity,  founded  on  no  decree  of  the  Legiflature,) 
ought  to  exift  in  this  land  j at  the  fame  time  they 
obfervcd,  the  more  they  read  the  aft,  the  lefs  they 
underflcod  it,  and  with  alacrity  granted  Mefirs. 
"Wray  a new  trial,  who  had  been  found  guilty  of 
the  heinous  crimes  of  felling  two  tooth  brujhes 
with  tooth  powder. 

Gentlemen,  have  I not  reafon  to  rejoice,  have 
I not  reafon  to  triumph,  who  at  the  firft  com  - 
mencement of  this  ambiguous,  ill-fhapen  aft,  op- 
pofed  its  monft  rous  ftride ; and  whole  leviathan- 
maw  was  only  to  be  fatiated  with  all  that  a man, 
or  a minifler  of  ftate,  fhould  hold  worth  pre- 
ferving,  viz,,  the  honour  of  his  King,  the  liberty 
of  the  lubjeft,  the  dignity  of  his  country  ! For 
theie  have  I pleaded,  for  thefe  have  I braved  dan- 
ger, in  my  trafts,  Advice  to  Booksellers,  Difcur- 
fory  'Thoughts,  &c.  How  could  you,  ye  men  of 
books,  facrifice  to  fear  your  known  good  opinion 
of  your  Monarch  ? How  could  you  bc-lieve  his 
royal  heart  delighted  to  add  diftrefs  to  mifery  ? 
"What  have  you  obferved  in  your  King,  to  credit 
the  difgracefnl  ftory  ? A King  figning  an  aft, 
that  when  his  fubjeft  w^as  bit  by  a mad  dog,  it 
demanded  a tribute  from  the  terrified  fufferer,  or 
no  medicine  to  heal  his  wound  ; or  that  his  Ma-, 
jelly’s  finances  were  fo  reduced,  as  to  oblige  him 
to  countenance  an  edift,  which  bows  to  the  profti- 
tute  in  pleafing  view ; by  her,  that  baneful  curfe 
of  health  fnall Tpread  its  poignant  fling,  which  de- 
mands inevitably  the  fwift  aid  of  medicine,  fet- 
tered with  a (lamp.  Would  Rome  have  thus 
chid  her  fo,ns  who  had  indifcreetly  lacrificed  to 
nature’s  laws  ? No  — it  is  only  at  a Stamp  Office 
where  Haman’s  fell  principles  in  epitome  are  re- 
membered. Can  you  reconcile  to  your  minds,  a 
King,  and  fuch  a paternal  King  as  ours  is,  bleft 
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-with  a Queen,  an  amiable  Queen,  whom  even 
Ilander  ne’er  whifpered  furmife  of  ill ; could  her 
King,  and  our  Monarch,  fign  fo  ungracious  ail 
act,  which  wrefts  a tax  from  the  female  fervant, 
becaufe  the  imbecility  of  her  lex  claims  a pecu- 
liar care  ? Is  it  poflible  ? Can  a King  take  a- 
gainft  his  own  fubjedts,  and  exult  in  their  mifery? 
Is  royalty  a bar  to  difeale  ? Will  1’ evers,  Gout, 
Dropsy,  Consumption,  Evil,  Leprosy,  Stone, 
Cholic,  Hand  at  a diftance,  nor  dare  invade  the 
palace  ? Then  may  we  fuppofe  that  Kings  feel  not 
as  common  men.  Is  it  not  enough  for  human 
nature  to  bear  the  ills  which  ficknefs,  difeale,  or 
accidents  create,  without  being  tortured  by  for- 
ward, cruel  fervants  of  the  Crown,  who  to  gratify 
the  lull  of  power,  trample  on  all  laws  human 
and  divine  ? Whilft  they  reprobate  a highway- 
man’s proceedings,  they  aft  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple, only  diverfified  in  the  application ; for  have 
not  fervants  of  the  Crown  demanded  of  you,  by 
threats,  to  a£t  contrary  to  the  conftitution  of 
this  country,  which  militated  againft  yourfelves, 
and  aggrandized  your  neighbour,  which  muft 
transfer  your  bufinefs  to  another  fhop,  where  no 
croffed  ftamp  mark’d  the  threfhold.  Who  would 
have  credited  the  report,  fhould  it  have  been 
foretold,  that  minifters  of  this  country  would 
have  infilled  on  their  fervants  to  go  round  the 
kingdom  with  the  Exchequer  cudgel  in  their 
hand,  and  threaten  bookfellers  to  commit  an 
a£l  which  human  nature  revolts  at— To  refufe  a 
woman  in  labour  a cheap  medicine  to  eafe  her 
pains  without  paying  for  a (lamp.  Let  her  die 
firfl,  is  the  language  of  the  Stamp  Office;  or. 
We’ll  exchequer  you.  Again,  find  a parallel  in 
any  hirtoiy,  ftate,  or  country,  of  the  following  im- 
port ; I challenge  all  the  antiquarians  of  the  age 
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to  do  it  5 a tax  (proclaim  not  the  difgraceful 
badge)  which  the- officers  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  have  demanded,  in  the  King’s  name,  on 
a pot  of  ointment  to  cure  the  itch  ; and  infilled 
the  polluted  out-caft  wretch,  though  fcarce  cloaths 
to  cover  his  nakednefs,  fhould  pay  threepence  for 
a ftamp,  or  his  difeafe  fhould  worry  him  to 
death  ; or,  what  would  turn  to  a better  profit  for 
the  Stamp  Office,  he  might  infedt  other  perfons, 
and  then*  joyful  found,  more  (lamps  would  be 
difpofed  of ! 

Thefe  are  the  decrees,  formed  under  the  con- 
(Irudlion  of  the  King’s  Stamp  Office  ! Are  thefe 
deeds  proper  to  be  ranged  in  the  hiftorian’s  page, 
as  adts  of  George  the  II Id  ? Why,  then,  not  pro- 
cure a law,  that  whatever  perfon  is  Ihipwrecked 
on  your  coaft,  he  (hall  take  fo  many  (lamps ; or 
rhofe  perfons  who  have  their  houfes  burnt  down, 
they  (hall  be  obliged  to  buy  your  paper  currency, 
id  eft , (lamps.  Thefe  adls,  miniflers  may  fay,  are 
dilgraceful,  and  no  nation  but  an  abandoned  one 
would  enadl  them.  Are  they  (o  ? Not  more 
than  the  imaginary  medicine  adl,  which  is  fo 
pious,  fo  loyally  conftrued  for  the  honour  and  m- 
tereft  of  the  King,  and  he  that  will  not  gulp  the 
creed  down,  is  flagelated  with  the  Exchequer 
fcourge,  to  urge  the  bookfeller  to  be  upon  the 
watch;  where,  if  he  fees  a fellow  creature  fall  from 
his  horfe  and  bruife  himfelf,  the  unfortunate  perfon 
mud  purchafe  a (lamp  before  he  can  receive  a 
medicine  of  repute  to  foothe  his  pain.  Can  there 
be  (to  Britons  I appeal)  a more  humiliating,  dif- 
graceful circumflance  in  this  country,  than  to  fee 
a let  of  loyal  fubjedls  pointed  at  by  a malignant 
partiality,  founded  in  a jealous  furmife,  harralfed 
by  the  Stamp  Office,  under  the  fhadow  of  an  adl 
of  Parliament,  to  commit  adtions  which  are  al- 
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moft  as  unnatural  as  if  they  were  required  to  fell 
their  children.  Yet  no  aft  of  Parliament  exifts 
which  will  warrant  fuch  encroachments  on  the 
fubjeft.  For  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  for  the 
honour  of  my  King  and  country,  I contend  and 
have  oppofed  thefe  arbitrary  unjuftifiable  deeds, 
which  heretofore  were  never  countenanced  in  this 
or  any  other  free  country. 

Who  will  join  iflue,  and  fay,  fuch  heavy  im- 
ports torn  from  the  fick,  the  lame,  the  difeafed 
part  of  the  community,  are  to  be  countenanced  in 
this  Chriftian  land  ? Not  the  Houle  of  Com- 
mons, not  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  not.  his  Majefty, 
nor  even  the  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  whofe  great  power  Hands  unrival- 
led ; witnels,  Britons  wearing  a ftamp  on  their 
heads.  Then,  if  there  is  no  aft  of  Legiflature  to 
juftify  thefe  lhameful,  pilfering  depredations  from 
the  people,  why  does  a minifter  withhold  his  pro- 
teftion,  one  felTions  after  another,  from  a fet  of 
men,  only  fufferers  becaufe  they  are  loyal,  be- 
caufe  they  are  confcientious  men,  becaufe  they  are 
fearful  to  contend  with  Government?  Is  it  for 
the  honour  of  a minifter  to  fport  his  ftrength  with 
the  rnan  unarmed  by  power,  naked  as  to  riches, 
and  whom  he  can  terrify  with  the  anathema,  wrote 
in  Exchequer  form,  in  like  manner  as  the  ap- 
proach of  a wolf  fpreads  terror  to  the  flock  ? Do 
minifters  of  the  Crown  expeft  the  people  to  aft 
virtuoufly,  to  live  honeftly,  to  poflefs  integrity  ? 
Let  minifters  look  at  the  medicine  aft;  there  they 
will  fee  oppreflion  ftalk  with  gigantic  ftride, 
treading  on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  laughing  at 
juftice,  and  facrificing  humanity  to  malignancy 
and  avarice.  Why  will  minifters  of  ftate  form 
fuch  crippled  paths  for  the  inferior  ranks  of 
mankind  to  walk  on  ? Why  will  not  the  rulers 
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of  the  nation,  when  they  find  errors  in  their  a<5ts 
of  Parliament,  (hew  a readinefs  to  correft  them  ? 
For  intereft  they  will  do  it.  Has,  then,  honour 
nor  juftice  no  claim  to  attention  ? Is  it  not,  ye 
guardians  of  the  land,  a fore  affii&ion  to  the 
owner  of  cattle,  to  hear  his  beaft  low  with  pain  ? 
Is  that  beaft,  or  is  an  infant  dying  with  difeafe, 
an  objeft  of  taxation  ? I only  aflt  the  queftion. 
Are  they  fit  objects  for  fport  ? If  they  are,  throw 
off  the  mafk,  enadt  a law,  that  every  perfon  fhall 
conlume  a ftamp  between  his  bread  and  butter 
every  morning  j or  that  the  people  inhabiting 
Great  Britain  fhall  be  bled  four  times  a year,  or 
take  a ftamp.  Thele  laws,  thefe  acts,  would  be 
more  honourable,  more  equitable,  than  your  pro- 
ceedings on  the  medicine  a£t,  where  you  doom  a 
fellow-creature  to  death,  rather  than  lofe  felling 
a ftamp  with  a common  medicine  conveyed  by  a 
bookfeller,  although  no  aft  of  legifiature  exifts 
tojuftifyluch  proceedings.  To  tax  Quacks,  or 
any  other  titulary  traders,  if  hurtful  to  the  com- 
munity, I am  not  concerned  ; but  when  I obferve 
his  Majefty’s  honourable  Commiffioners  of  the 
Stamp  Office  breathing  a language,  inftead  of  vil- 
lainous deceitful  Quack,  it  is  now,  Dear  brother, 
good  creature,  fell  your  medicines,  fell  your  ftuff, 
fell  your  poifons,  or  what  you  will,  only  fell  our 
ftamps.  When  I hear  that  men  in  lb  honour- 
able a ftation  fend  their  emiffaries  round  the  coun- 
try, infilling  on  bookfellers  taking  out  a Five 
Shilling  Licence,  on  pain  of  being  exchequered, 
and  oblige  them  to  fell  ftamps,  and  lay,  you  are  the 
perfons  Government  meant  to  tax,  as  we  conftrue 
it  fo  and  fo  ; and  at  the  fame  time  let  a next  door 
neighbour  fell  without  ftamps,  the  lame  commo- 
dity ; can  a perfon,  unlefs  he  is  loft  to  all  feeling 
which  adorns  the  foul,  do  lefs  than  reprobate  fuch 
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actions,  which  difgrace  man,  mar  the  beauty  of 
our  conflitution,  and  render  our  Monarch  the  ob- 
ject of  pity.  Reflection,  awake  not,  left  thou 
bring  to  remembrance  what  this  country  was  a 
few  years  back,  when  the  people  paid  their  taxes 
as  chearful  as  one  who  giveth  his  corn  to  be 
ground  and  received  flour  in  return  : but  now, 
our  corn  is  demanded,  and  bran  is  thought  a fuf- 
ficient  recompence. 

In  former  adminiftrations,  Juftice  and  Huma- 
nity adorned  our  luperiors’  councils  j but  now,  an 
avaricious  deceitful  principle  fways  the  officers  of 
the  Crown,  who  luxurioufly  balk  in  the  thought 
of  the  vaft  wedges  of  gold  which  are  produced 
from  fcraps  of  paper,  forgetting  that  the  gold  is 
wrung  from  their  own  bankers,  the  people,  the 
ftrength  of  the  nation  ; for  this  country,  at  this 
prefent  moment,  is  faft  confuming  its  vital  prin- 
ciple, on  which  its  very  exiftence  as  a ftate  de- 
pends ; and  a little  time  will  loudly  proclaim  the- 
deep  decline  of  this  once  flourifhing  empire. 

N.  B.  The  foregoing  letter  was  partly  printed  when  X- 
read  the  medicine  act  was  to  be  cancelled,  and  a new  one  in- 
troduced of  a more  extenfive  nature,  by  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Pitt,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In  all  my  ftric- 
tures  on  the  aft,  I never  dictated  what  I thought  was  proper 
to  be  done  on  the  occafron,  being  perfuaded  whenever  the  me- 
dicine aft  came  to  be  difcuffed,  it  would  at  once  appear  with 
fuch  a horrid  afpeft,  that  no  minifter,  nor  no  other  perfon  who 
had  retained  the  principles  of  honour  and  humanity,  would 
patronize  the  act  in  any  fliape. 
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THE 

N ew  Medicine  Act  confidered. 


t AS  NOW  SUBSTITUTED  IN  THE 

HOUSE  of  COMMONS,  JULY  8,  1785. 

BY  the  new  propofed  bill  as  ftated  in  the  public 
prints,  I obferve  the  medicine  aft  is  to  be 
equalized,  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor  are  to  fwal- 
low  ftamps  with  their  medicines,  without  excep- 
tions : So  far  this  may  be  thought  juft.  Does  it 
alter  the  principles  of  the  aft  ? Reconcile  it  to 
your  minds,  you  who  confider  medicines  as  only 
articles  fit  for  Traffic.  I abhor  the  aft;  a tax 
on  medicines  is  but  a title,  but  it  has  an  objeft, 
as  a warrant  has,  which  ends  with  an  order  for  the 
execution  of  a fellow  creature.  Does  it  militate 
againft  pleafure  ? No.  — Luxury  ? No.  — Or  heal- 
thy perfons  ? No.  It  is  an  aft  which  eyes  the 
fink  of  corruption  fettled  in  the  limb  of  a fellow 
creature ; gladdens  in  the  reverberated  found  of 
diftrefs.  Achs,  pains,  and  groans,  are  mufic  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  aft,  they  are  its  very  life ; illnefs 
or  difeafe  are  its  proper  food ; for  what  is  an  aft  to 
raife  fpecie  without  it  is  made  productive  ? Fre- 
quent alarms  of  the  people  being  in  danger  of 
fevers  may  be  raifed,  and  the  ufual  time  of  qua- 
rantine difpenfed  with,  that  the  plague  may  fpread 
its  baneful  influence ; the  wells  of  water  conta- 
minated ; then  men,  women,  and  children  may 
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be  feen  in  the  dreets  grafping  medicines  mod:  gor- 
geoufly  decorated  with  ftamp>,  whild  the  table  of 
the  illudrious  fupporters  of  this  mod  amiable 
chriftian  device,  fhall  frnoke  with  the  fat  of  ve- 
nifon,  and  rich  viands  grace  the  board,  equal  to 
the  lordly  Defpots. 

To  thofe  who  judge  of  thefe  matters  by  what 
quantity  of  bullion  this  aft  produces,  this  aft  will 
not  want  for  embellifhing  titles,  any  more  than 
the  marble  monument  a polifh  to  render  it  plead- 
ing to  the  fight,  which  covers  a rotten  carcafe. 
Call  the  medicine  aft  by  what  name  you  pleafe,  I 
will  proteft  againd  it ; it  is  armed  with  a ding 
againd  didrefs,  groaning  under  infupportable  a- 
gony;  it  is  a brutal  aft  — a brutal  aft  did  I fay  ? 

— from  whence  borrowed  we  that  idea?  — Do 
brutes  prey  on  the  fame  denominated  race  ? — 
Will  lions  welter  in  the  blood  of  lions  ? No.  — • 
Will  a tyger  leek  a tyger  to  mangle  his  limbs  for 
food?  No. — Whence  then  the  term  brutal? 

— Bead  afts  towards  bead  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  nature ; it  is  only  man  “ who  feeds  on 
man,”  who  talks  of  reformation,  of  more  re- 
fined notions  ; yet  this  man,  arrayed  in  fcarlet  or 
in  purple,  does  not  always  remember  the  dignity 
of  his  dation,  but  ferrits,  tortures,  nay,  for  in- 
tered — devours. his  fellow  creature;  then,  which 
deferves  the  epithet  of  brute  mod,  man  or  bead  ? 

Such  a propofed  medicine  aft  no  Heathen, 
Jew,  or  Mahometan  Minider  was  ever  recorded 
to  have  even  brooded  fuch  a deteded  thought  of, 
much  more  dare  dand  up  in  a colleftive  affembly 
to  propofe  to  force  a tribute  from  women  with 
child,  children  afdifted  with  the  fmall-pox,  colds, 
fore  throats,  con vul dons,  and  from  men  affiifted 
with  ulcerated  legs,  from  whence  purulent  mat- 
tv  ouzes  in  hot  deams  fo  virulent  as  to  feald  the 
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Teeming  found  part  of  the  fkin,  or  with  other  ma- 
ladies, which  our  tinder  constitutions  are  likely 
to  catch,  even  from  the  air  we  breathe  in.  This 
glorious  dilcovery,  this  friendly  aCt  of  commif- 
feration,  which  is  to  act  as  the  Salvator  of  the  na- 
tion, verging  on  bankruptcy,  a Chriftian  claims 
the  honour ; not  a profe-lfor  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion ; no,  a purer  one  than  that,  the 
reformed  one,  a Proteftant  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, Who  will  credit  the  ftory  ? Does  a mi- 
niftcr  of  Great  Britain  (will  they  fay)  think  to 
impofe  on  the  King’s  underltanding,  and  cloud 
his  fenfibility,  with  golden  arguments,  to  fign  the 
decree  againft  his  doleful  fubiedtsf  who  ftand  in 
need  of  all  the  protection,  either  care  or  power 
can  beftow,  that  like  a fhip  (which  has  been 
tofied  by  crofs  winds  and  ftorms,  puts  inco  port 
to  fit  it  once  more  to  combat  the  boifeerous  wave) 
they  become  renovated  fo  as  to  purfue  the  courfe 
of  life, 

I-et  foreign  nations,  whom  yet  humanity  blefifes, 
rejeCt  the  report  with  fcorn  ; as  when  a traveller 
relates  he  law  a lamb  forlake  the  grafs  and  feed 
on  vulture’s  prey ; if  Fame,  in  pity  to  Britannia, 
refufes  to  found  Avarice’s  triumph,  let  Truth 
declare,  laft  week  the  Senators  of  Great  Britain 
met,  where  it  was  propofed  in  parliament,  under 
the  fanCtion  of  a medicine  tax,  to  raife  fupplies 
from  a fpoil,  extorted  from  his  Majelly’s  moll  pi- 
teous unfortunate  fubjeCts,  firetched  on  the  tenter- 
hook of  pain,  tormented  with  difeafes,  which  ter- 
rify the  poor  or  rich  wretch,  worfe  than  any  tor- 
ments Hell  can  infliCt,  as  far  as  we  know',  or 
have  a right  to  think,  — Harfh  and  ungenerous 
would  be  the  fojourner’s  furmife,  w'hom  night*had 
overtaken  in  a lonely  place,  fhould  he  find  a hof- 
pitabie  roof,  where  himlelf  and  beaft  are  bade  a 
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hearty  welcome,  exprefied  by  officious  Care,  ffiotild 
he  imagine,  this  courteous  kindnefs  was  but  a 
prelude  to  Tome  horrid  purpofe,  when  fall  in  Deep 
his  outward  centinels  are  locked,  yet  thus  un- 
grateful man  oft  judges  of  his  Creator’s  bounty, 
ere  he  fheds  the  encumbered  mantle,  how  will  he 
fmile  at  his  childilh  fears  when  robing  with  im- 
mortality, whillt  experimentally  he  feels  the  attri- 
butes of  a God. 

A tax  on  illnefs ! — fet  dogs  to  gnaw  a human 
creature,  bears  no  comparifon  to  thofe  pains  man- 
kind feel  when  thus  difealed,  for  dogs  lead  to 
mercy ; in  their  gripe  they  introduce  that  blelfed 
friend  Death,  the  great  deliverer  from  oppref- 
fion,  tyranny,  difeafe,  and  mifery. 

Who  can  behold  even  a dog  in  pain  that  can 
avoid  pity  if  he  cannot  relieve  ; but  to  fee  officers 
of  the  crown  harraffing  a fellow  creature,  for  a 
little  pelf,  laboring  under  diftrefs  of  the  moll  ac* 
cumulating  kind,  that  difeafe  — ficknefs  — putre- 
faction— accompanied  with  pains  and  poverty  — 
neglected  by  the  faculty,  from  a confcioufnefs  of 
their  inability  to  relieve  — fhunned  by  their  ac- 
quaintance, left  they  imbibe  the  peftilential  va- 
pours. How  melancholy  the  thought ! Yet  from 
fuch  difealed  objects,  a Minilter  of  State,  with  as 
much  compofure  as  a rat-catcher  kills  vermin,  me- 
ditated an  abt  of  parliament  which  would  pointedly 
militate  againlt  the  welfare  of  the  human  creation, 
loaded  with  infupportable  infirmities,  for  he  enabl- 
ed that  medicines  of  ellabJilhed  reputation,  which 
were  adminillered  either  by  outward  or  inward 
application,  fliould  not  be  applied  unlefs  they  gave 
a flipulated  fum  for  a piece  of  paper. 

What  is  this  decree  but  a fecondary  one  to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s  which  threatened  death  to 
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thpfe  who  did  not  bow  to  the  idol  of  Gold? 
Yet  this  medicine  adt,  under  the  difpenfation  of 
the  gofpel,  is  far  more  cruel.  Does  Chriftian 
power  adt  here  like  a Samaritan,  to  pour  oil 
into  the  wound  ? — How  reverfed  ! — Does  it 
adt,  like  the  Levite  and  Prieft,  who  are  held 
up  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world  as  men  actu- 
ated by  lelfifh  principles,  void  of  companion  ? 
No. — The  Prieft  and  the  Levite,  if  they,  did  not 
relieve  the  wounded  man,  were  not  as  yet  fuch 
hardened  moniters  as  take  advantage  of  his  dif- 
trefs.  Formerly  Kings  of  Albion  delighted  to  act 
the  phyfician’s  part,  and  invefted  the  unhappy 
mortal,  afflicted  with  the  Evil,  with  a piece  of 
gold  ; Heaven  fanctified  the  deed  : Now  a mi- 
nifter  urges  his  Majefty  to  levy  on  his  own  dif- 
eal'ed  fubject  a piece  of  money,  or  neither  he, 
nor  yet  his  beat,  if  ill,  fhall  be  entitled  to  the 
general  benefits  of  medicine,  Heaven’s  gift,  which 
by  providence  was  defigned  to  be  as  free  for  all 
nature’s  children  as  the  air  we  breathe,  or  the 
water  of  the  earth  ; the  wretch  who  taxes  one, 
would,  could  his  unhumanized  foul  find  means, 
curie  the  other  with  his  official  breath  — for  lucre. 

The  medicine  adt,  whilft  in  debate,  is  the  mi- 
nifler’Sj  but  when  the  King  figns  the  mandate  it 
is  then  cloathed  with  royalty,  it  fpeaks  majeftic, 
and  awes  the  fubjedt  to  compliance  with  tremend- 
ous voice ; the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  muft 
hear  a King  fpeak  to  his  officers  of  ftate  agreeable 
to  the  adt:  “ Let  no  one  of  my  lubjedts,  who 
<c  are  grievoufly  tormented  with  pains,  mortifi- 
<c  cations,  gangrene  wounds,  fluxes,  and  other 
tc  deadly  difeafes,  have  certain  medicines  they 
<c  defire,  unlefs  they  pay  a tribute,  on  pain  of 
<c  my  dilplcafure,  and  the  heavy  penalties  the  adt 
“ prefcribes.” 
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Is  not  this  a fair  delineation  of  the  intended 
a<5t  ? — Divines  fay  bad  thoughts  and  diabolical 
actions  originate  below,  from  whence  we  pretend 
to  borrow  colours  to  paint  an  infernal  feene ; but 
the  original  defign,  I am  inclined  to  think,  is  too 
often  borrowed  from  earth. 

Suppofe  a minifter  fhould  have  power  to  per- 
fuade  the  King  to  approve  of  the  edift — what  is 
this  edict  ? Man  may  ftile  it  a medicine  aft,  but 
I call  it  a redemptory  aft — What  fays  the  aft? 
pay  a tribute,  or  no  medicine ; woe  to  the  man 
who  dares  let  any  perfon  have  a medicinal  packet 
without  a {lamp  ; here  is  your  redemption,  or  ra- 
rher  a palfport  to  {hew  you  have  the  King’s  leave — 
to  live — Courteous  Royal  bequeft — what  wonderful 
condefcenfion.  Is  not  this  a juft  explanation  and 
intent  of  the  aft,  fabricated  in  this  once  truly  ho- 
noured ifland,  the  envy  of  all  foreign  powers? 
Rather  than  thus  inflift  the  fickly  difeafed  fubjeft, 
I alk  the  Minifter,  I afk  the  Rt.  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  whether  it  would  not  redound  more  to  his 
honour  as  a man,  as  minifter  of  colloftian  power, 
to  fend  round  a party  of  guards  to  the  healthy 
perfons,  and  demand  of  them  to  give  fixpence  for 
the  emblazoned  paper  or  put  them  to  death,  ra- 
ther than  go  to  the  ftek  man,  expiring  with  dif- 
eafe,  tormented  with  ulcers  and  carious  bones, 
and  infill  on  his  taking  the  official  {lamps,  by 
which  the  gold  already  produced  being  lufficient 
to  turn  any  minifter’s  brain,  he  imagines  he  is  in 
charafter  of  the  King’s  huntfman,  head  over  the 
hounds,  hunting  deer  inftead  of  his  Majefty’s 
people. 

What  fentiments  do  minifters  imbibe  by  attend- 
ing a king’s  throne  ? Is  the  life  of  a Briton  to  be 
put  in  competition  with  a three-penny,  fix-penny, 
or  a one  {hilling  ftamp  ? Britons ! there  was  a 
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time  you  were  not  held  fo  cheap ; but  now,  if  no 
ftamp  at  hand  no  medicine,  or  perhaps  the  needy 
fhopkeeper  may  have  a ftamp  which  may  be  turned 
to  money,  fells  an  old  decayed  medicine,  which 
buys  a loaf  to  feed  a famifhed  child,  whilft  the 
parent  of  a worthy  family  falls  a facrifice  to  the 
degenerate  humanity  of  minifters,  who  enjoined  a 
medicine  to  be  embalmed  in  red Jlripes,  true  em- 
blem of  the  mercilefs  aft. 

Wherewithal  Ihall  a minifter  find  a charm  to 
fafcinate  a king  to  fign  an  aft,  which  inadvert- 
ently may  coft  hundreds  of  his  fubjefts  their  lives  ? 
— Of  what  materials  do  minifters  fuppofe  our 
Sovereign  is  compofed  of?  — Has  not  his  Ma- 
jefty  amiable  fair  daughters  ? — Are  they  not  wo- 
men ? — Are  they  not  princely  flowers  nurfed 
with  peculiar  ftate  ? — Yet  all  the  care  Art  and 
Nature  can  beftow,  fometimes  thofe  pretty  plants 
will  droop,  nay  die.  — If  pain  attacks  them  does 
their  royal  birth  fortify  them  to  be  indifferent  as 
to  the  effefts  or  confequences  ? — They  are  at- 
tended in  ftately  forms,  phyfic  arrayed  in  pomp  ; 
do  the  courts  of  princes  make  the  power  of  phy- 
ficians  equal  to  the  defires  and  the  neceflities  of 
their  royal  patients  ? Suppofe  they  do ; what  are 
the  thoufands  of  females  who  refide  in  the  inferior 
walk  of  life  to  do,  who  cannot  afford  to  charm 
the  difpenfer  of  health  to  vifit  them?—  Reafon 
and  experience  hint  a cheap  remedy,  which  may 
fhorten  their  pains  and  reftore  them  to  health. 
How  horrid  the  idea,  ye  fervants  of  the  crown, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  frailties  of  the  female 
fex,  not  brought  on  by  choice,  by  accident,  or 
by  remiffnefs,  to  raife  a revenue  ? Is  it  not  {port- 
ing with  the  great  Creator  who  ordained  tliefe 
caufes  for  moft  important  ends,  which  none  but 
fools  would  mention  but  with  folemnity  ? But  to 
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raife  money  under  pretence  of  fupporting  the  ho- 
nor of  a King,  and  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  by 
fuch  means,  who  would  fuggtft  and  countenance? 

To  apologize  for  fuch  a noxious  ~a6l,  fpecious 
reafons  will  not  be  wanted ; money  may  be  the 
minilter’s  plea  for  fuch  an  unprecedented  ftep  j it 
may  bring  in  thoufands  of  pounds  to  the  Trea- 
fury;  let  it  bring  in  more  gold  than  all  the  nation’s 
worth,  not  all  the  gold  which  earth  can  produce 
can  wipe  away  the  (lain  — Great  Britain  bartering 
Honour  and  Humanity  for  Gold. 

Let  minifters  ufe  all  the  art  they  are  mafters  of 
to  harmonife  the  canibal  deed,  which  muzzles  the 
noble  lcience  of  phyfic,  and  proclaims  in  tyran- 
nical accents  to  the  fick,  “ you  fhall  fwallow  our 
“ ftamps,  or  linger  under  your  difeafe  j”  I truft 
this  unexampled  mode  of  taxation  will  not  find 
patrons  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt  may  plead,  he  only 
corrects  the  medicine  act,  firft  formed  by  Lord 
John  Cavendifh,  againft  the  five  patent  medicines, 
but  now  extends  it  to  all  medicines,  pharmaceu- 
tical ones  excepted.  Is  this  juftice  ? why  tax  one 
medicine  more  than  another,  becaufe  the  one  has 
gone  through  an  expenfive  trial,  before  it  has  gain- 
ed univerfal  approbation  to  ftamp  its  credit  as  the 
belt  remedy  we  can  afcertain,  for  fuch  and  fuch 
complaints,  or  for  a better  reafon,  becaufe  ye 
know  the  afflidted  will  as  regularly  turn  to  the 
advertifed  medicine  for  redrefs  as  the  cattle  go  to 
the  river  to  quench  their  thirft,  when  the  ufual 
fountain  ceafes  to  relieve  their  wants.  Is  that 
Mr.  Pitt’s  e'xcufe,  let  him  enjoy  it.  Let  him 
turn  his  thoughts  to  that  {lately  monument  in 
Weflminfter  Abbey  reared  by  national  gratitude, 
to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  whereon  is  infcribed, 
“ Under  whofe  adminiftration  Divine  Providence 
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C£  exalted  Great  Britain  to  an  height  of  profpe- 
<c  rity  and  glory  unknown  to  any  former  age  j” 
and  let  this  queftion  be  aficed  him  tf  If  it  would 
“ be  agreeable  to  his  feelings  as  a Minifter,  to 
rc  the  love  he  bears  his  country,  to  his  zeal  for 
<f  the  King’s  honour,  to  let  the  fculptor  add 
The  Jon  of  this  illujlrious  nobleman , who  was  Prime 
Minifter , propofed  to  his Jovereign , 1785,  to  raife  a 
Jubfidy  under  the  tenor  of  a medicine  adi,  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain , who  were  ajflidled 
with  the  Itch,  Stone,  Gout,  Leprosy,  Ul- 
cers, Weak  Eyes,  Sore  Throats,  and  other 
complaints , of  a nature  too  bad  to  defcribe  in  this 
fantluary  : This  fecond  infer  ip  t ion  ^ which  points  to 
the  lamentable  changes  of  State  Maxims  and  Affairs , 
is  a memento  of  the  fudden  tranfition  of  worldly 
Grandeur ! 

If  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt  is  not  the  pro- 
pofer,  chief  patron  and  engineer  — who  raifes  on 
this  occafion  this  unnatural  barrier  in  the  afflidted’s 
road,  who  wifh  to  gain  a little  eafe,  a fmall  ref- 
pite,  before  they  are  numbered  with  the  dead  — I 
do  moil  refpedtfully  beg  his  pardon  for  intro- 
ducing any  idea  that  may  appear  perfonal. — 
The  reviewers  of  my  publications  have  faid,  I 
am  warm  on  the  occafion.  Happy  fhould  I 
be,  could  I find  a friend  to  prove  the  medicine 
adt,  bowed  only  to  reafon  and  good  policy,  not 
fwayed  by  lucre.  At  firft,  the  plea  was,  the 
dart  A^as  levied  at  Quacks,  a fuppofed  nefa- 
rious unprincipled  fet  of  beings.  Was  that  the 
cafe,  how  poor,  how  abjedt,  a Minifter  would 
render  his  Monarch  to  perfuade  him  to  become 
their  patron,  a nominal  /barer  of  the  fpoil.  Is 
not  this  to  a witnefs,  a god  kiffing  carrion  ? I'o 
heaven  I appeal,  I had  rather  fee  all  Quackery, 
or  what  you  pleafe  to  call  it,  banifhed  from  the' 
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land,  than  live  to  fee  a Britilh  State,  dependent 
on  fuch  vile  proftitution  to  fupport  its  exiftence 
as  a kingdom. 

May  Heaven  preferve  our  King  in  health,  al- 
though his  Majefty  fhould  be  conftrained,  by 
looking  through  falfe  mediums,  to  extort  a tax 
from  an  unfortunate  yet  loyal  fubjedt,  becaufe 
through  accident  he  may  be  bit  by  a mad  dog, 
or  infedted  with  fome  dangerous  loathfome  difeafe. 


J Difpenfary,  Soho  Square, 
July  15,  1785. 


Francis  Spilfbury. 
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JL  HE  propofed  medicine  aft  I have  read ; 
perhaps  it  may  now  lay  before  that  venerable, 
truly  honourable  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  their  con-= 
fideration,  either  to  countenance  or  rejeft. 

Cool  and  difpaffionate,  as  if  now  before  their 
Lordfhips,  I folemnly  declare  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, the  medicine  aft  as  now  engroffed,  cannot 
with  propriety  be  complied  with ; it  requires  mo- 
ral impoffibilities,  and  has  many  abfurdities ; let 
it  be  tried  by  the  penetration  of  wifdom ; it  is  an 
impolitic  propofal , it  militates  powerfully  againft 
the  intereft  of  Government,  and  the  life  of  the 
fuhjeft.  Unhappy  confequences  will  prove  its 
baneful  effefts  ; nor  fhall  I wonder  when  a wo- 
man’s mind  is  agitated  with  the  cries  of  her  in- 
fant, fhe  feeks  the  ufual  remedy  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  and  is  told  the  King  demands  a tax  for  a 
ftamp,  or  no  medicine ; your  child  may  perifh. 
In  aftonifhment  fhe  forgets  the  mother,  when  fhe 
hears  the  Monarch  has  forgot  he  is  a father — 
drops  her  child  infenfibly,  and  marks  the  earth 
with  Blood  ! Is  there  juftice  in  the  aft  ? —No  ! 
iuftice  is  violated,  the  poor  Pick  man  is  the  glo- 
rious prize  which  this  aft  drags  in  triumph. — • 
Will  Benevolence  patronife  the  deed? — No! — 
cruelty  flands  confefTed.  Mark  the  effence  of 
the  words,  the  very  criterion  of  the  aft.  To  tax 
all  medicinal  noftrums  ‘which  are  ufed  either  to  heal 
the  human  body  by  internal  or  external  application, 
when  dijeafed.  Heavens  ! ! ! what  a crime  it  is 
now  deemed  to  endeavour  to  reftore  health,  the 
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fountain  of  ftrength  and  beauty  to  the  Tons  and 
daughters  of  the  land ; rather  fay,  what  a heart 
that  man  muft  have,  if  man  you  can  call  him, 
who  could  didtate  thefe  inimical  wifhes,  with  a 
view  to  llamp  them  into  a law.  Let  the  profe- 
cuted  wretch  who  fteals  for  bread,  plead  this  il- 
luftrious  example  of  depravity  in  a higher  power } 
then  let  Government  put  to  death  the  vidtim,  and 
be  fatisfied  he  fuffered  juftly  in  the  fight  of  his 
Maker,  reafon  and  equity  will  declare  him  mur- 
dered. Will  Chriftianity  adopt  this  maxim  of 
taxation  for  one  of  her  precepts?  — No,  nor  no 
other  religion  in  the  world ; nor  can  there  be 
even  a faint  trace  of  any  Hate,  nation,  or  human 
being  fo  unhappily  divefted  of  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity fince  the  world  began,  as  the  authors  of 
this  uncharitable  mode  of  taxation.  What  is  this 
but  engrafting  the  tenets  of  an  inquifition  on  a 
Britifh  itock  ? Exadt  money,  or  let  a perlon  re- 
main in  torture  ; define  it  otherwife.  Candour,  if 
you  can.  Inquifitors  of  Spain  would  abhor  the 
idea  of  adding  diftrefs  to  the  affiidted  for  the  fake 
of  gain,  they  would  abjure  fuch  a dodtrine  as  the 
one  now  propofed  by  the  Minifler  of  Great  Bri- 
tain i not  to  let  a fick  or  lame  or  difeafed  perfon 
have  a medicine  to  remedy  his  complaint,  and 
render  himfelf  once  more  an  ufeful  member  to 
fociety,  without  paying  a tribute : What  a lan- 
guage does  this  refined  fyftem  of  taxation  difplay 
in  this  land,  boafting  of  a fuperlative  degree  of 
piety  towards  God  ? It  is  an  awful  circumitance, 
and  a new  phenomenon,  to  behold  the  hand-writ- 
ing of  a king,  adting  partially  to  his  innocent  lub- 
jedts,  firfl  cut  off  from  the  general  fociety  of  the 
world  by  illnefs,  now  made  the  propofed  objedls 
of  fingular  chaftifement  of  their  fovereign.  Let 
Britons  talk  no  more  of  virtue,  honour,  valour, 
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humanity,  charity,  or  whatever  enobles  man,  ex- 
alts a ftate,  or  dignifies  a king — that  fcrawl  in- 
dented on  the  parchment,  that  hoftile  declaration 
againft  all  difeafed  fubjeCts,  or  whatfoever  pre- 
ferves  the  human  body  from  decay,  if  enforced, 
cancels  all  pretenfions  to  greatnefs,  or  whatfoever 
is  praife-worthy. 

If  the  arguments  of  Jenfibility , intimately  con- 
nected with  the  diftreffes  of  mankind,  cannot  pre- 
vail againft  the  only  ftrong  irrefiftible  plea,  a mi- 
nifter’s  Jalvo— the  treafury  wants  food, — then  ye 
fick  and  difeafed  victims  of  power  be  compofed, 
ye  fhall  on  this  occafion  be  honourably  embalmed , 
and  moft  royally  entombed. 

The  author  having  fubmitted  thefe  plead- 
ings to  his  Majefty,*  in  defence  of  the  divine 
fcience  of  Phyfic,  being  deeply  imprefted  by  the 
neceffity  of  a more  exalted  fkill  in  the  medical 
art,  to  relieve  the  infirmities  of  human  nature, 
than  the  prefent  age  can  witnefs.  To  the  re- 
proach of  dignified  nature,  and  every  facred  tye 
which  religion  infpires,  the.  Power  of  Gold  tri- 
umphed on  Auguft  2,  1785,  when  his  moft  gra- 
cious Majefty  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  &c.  figned  the  Medicine  ACt. 

* Thefe  E flays  were  alfo  fent,  penny-pod:,  to  his  Majefty’s  Privy 
Counfellors,  and  the  principal  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
and  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  the  number  of  300  copies. 
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REMARKS  on  the  Right  Hon.  William  PittV 
Mode  of  ' Taxing  the  Sick  and  Hifeafed  Inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  under  the  Title  of  a Medicine 
Aft,  figned  by  his  Majejly  .* 

IrloW  lamentable  is  the  idea  of  a King  enter- 
taining an  opinion  of  his  people,  to  fuppofe  there 
does  exift  in  this  land,  any  fet  of  beings,  however 
infenfible  to  the  charms  of  virtue,  or  immerged 
in  diftrefs,  that  come  under  the  denomination  of 
fubjefts,  that  they  fhouJd  poffefs  fuch  abandoned 
principles,  that  for  the  fake  of  gain,  or  in  dread  of 
a Monarch’s  dilpleafure,  they  fhall,  they  mull 
commit  adtions  which  violate  human  nature,  in 
defiance  to  thofe  perfuafive  benign  pafiions  which 
philanthropy  iuggefts  to  refledling  minds.  Can 
perfons,  for  fear  of  penalties,  diveft  themfelves 
of  thofe  pure  congenial  fentiments  which  the  fa- 
cred  fcriptures  inculcate  ? thofe  afpirations  of  di- 
vinity which  glow  in  the  heart  of  man,  kindled 
by  that  all-benevolent  fupreme  God  of  infpiration 
— great  Parent  of  the  Univerfe,  extending  love 
and  dominion  through  immenfe  fpace,  difplayed  in 
numerous  worlds,  either  obferved  or  brought  into 
contemplation’s  view  by  that  creative  fancy-ray 
of  Omnipotence,  free  emanation  of  the  Deity, 
which  leads  us  to  fojourn  with  ideal  fpirits  in  un- 
known regions,  — blefied  trace  of  refined  hea- 
venly power,  freed  from  mortality  ? To  fuch 
pretenfions  man  claims  an  alliance  ; in  fuch  plea- 
ding animating  hope,  philofophy  and  religion  lend 
their  aid,  and  fing  the  pleafing  theme.  Thus 

infpired, 

* From  Almon’s  General  Advertifer,  Sept,  io,  1785. 
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infpired,  we  blefs  the  Creator,  and,  by,  fympathy 
united,  pity  or  afiift  our  fellow  creatures,  as  their 
wants  claim  our  courtefy,  as  far  as  prudence  dic- 
tates, at  leaft  not  refufe  the  wifh  of  commiftera- 
tion  i — who  then,  defires  to  act  otherwife,  pro- 
claims the  unfeeling  man,  a creature  felf-expelled 
from  that  protection  nature  wifhed  and  intended 
her  children  fhould  inherit.  Long  has  Britain  en- 
joyed the  common  rights  of  nature,  whofe  falu- 
tary  decrees,  founded  in  juftice,  proclaimed  the 
excellency  of  the  Conftitution,  till  a young  Mi- 
nifter,  baficing  in  the  eye  of  his  Sovereign,  fan- 
cied, himfelf  greater  than  a King,  forgot  what  was 
due  to  man,  formed  a new  medicine  aft,  an  aft 
which  breathes  a curfe  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  land,  wifhing  that  they  may  be  a difeafed 
people,  in  order  that  medicines,  moft  gorgeoufly 
arrayed  in  crimfon  damps,  may  be  difpofed  of. 
This  edift,  I contend,  is  an  impolitic  one,  dif- 
fering from  all  others  in  point  of  circumftance, 
and  that  juftice,  and  influence,  and  congruity, 
which  are  and  fhould  be.  the  concomitants  of  afts 
of  legiflature.  This  aft  I deem  an  impious  one, 
becaufe  it  operates  in  defiance  of  the  precepts  of 
the  gofpel, — it  is  tyrannical  in  its  injunctions  — 
cruel  in  its  proceedings  — ungracious  in  its  impe- 
rious commands  — ftrikes  its  venom  at  morality 
. — difrobes  Majefty  — cuts  afunder  that  perluafive 
prevalent  band,  which  cements  the  hearts  of  the 
fubjeft  to  the  bread  of  the  King ; it  difgraces  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  who,  by  this  aft,  commit  a 
trefpals  on  nature’s  walk  ; brutal  in  the  ideas, 
barbarous  in  the  execution,  it  requires  more  ho- 
mage than  ever  was  recorded,  of  either  fa- 
vage,  or  barbarian,  demanding  of  a fellow  crea- 
ture in  the  w'orld ; yet  here,  men,  Chrif- 
tians,  Britons,  are  daily  fummoned  to  fhake  off 
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the  man,  dei'pife  Chriftianity,  forget  the  venera- 
ble name  of  Britons  j to  hunt  out  the  fick  and 
difeafed  objefts,  when  found,  join  to  place  a ter- 
rible Aft  of  Parliament  at  the  door,  as  a cenrinel 
to  watch  the  ghaftiy  wretched  being,  who  once 
wore  a human  form  ; that  no  medicine  of  repute 
come  within  his  reach,  fave  he  delivers  money 
for  a ftamp  : —there  lay  in  pain,  in  dread  of  death, 
k the  meaning  of  the  aft,  unlefs  you  comply : — 
Deipicable  memento  ! of  minifterial  human  frail- 
ty, forming  an  apology  for  the  banditti  that  in- 
feft  the  environs  of  the  metropolis;  proving,  that 
for  the  fake  of  lucre,  government  does  not  care 
what  life  is  loft  — how  their  fubjefts  may  be  tor- 
tured — fuffering  under  the  moft  complicated 
evils,  that  difeafe,  and  infirmities  of  nature,  or 
accidents  may  confpire  (joined  often  to  poverty) 
to  render  a human  being  already  loathed,  yet 
more  wretched : — Such  are  the  tenets  of  the 
Medicine  Aft,  which  I intend  to  difeufs.  Should 
I,  in  the  profecution  of  the  Tubjeft,  alarm  the 
virtuous  mind ; let  it  be  remembered,  I did  not 
make  the  monftrous  fight ; I only  hold  up  the 
mirror,  and  if  a Lamb  and  a Toad*  is  feen  in 
conjunftion,  let  them  blufh  who  formed  the  coa^ 
lidon,  and  wifh  to  extinguifh  that  emulation  in 

* Are  you  not  concerned  for  a King’s  honour,  the  dignity  of  the 
nation  ? — Look,  on  this  picture,  which  calls  for  the  fling  of  a fcorpion 
to  penetrate  the  inventor’s  brealt  who  firft  drew  the  defign  — a Lamb 
in  clofe  compact  with  a Toad,  linked  by  folemn  league  to  promote 
each  others  intereft.  Here  is  leen  juftice  railing  againlt  proftitution, 
yet  joining  hands  to  (hare  its  wages.  Here,  dreadful ! find  a fofter 
term  if  you  like,  it  is  the  tru  h,  behold  honour  is  forced  from  the 
throne  of  majelty  to  embrace  the  offence  of  fuppoled  vilenefs,  ot , as 
the  Poet  expreffes,  a God  k'tjfing  carrion.  Quacks,  thus  incorporated, 
need  no  more  the  art  of  gilding  their  naufeous  ware  — No,  a mantle  is 
wove  at  the  kin|’s  houfe,  and  the  Toad  is  divefted  of  its  deformity  by 
the  fleece  of  the  Lamb.  Say,  will  fuch  a reprefentation  be  an  ornament 
to  any  country,  becaufe  the  profpeftive  glals  by  which  it  is  viewed  is 
mounted  with  gold  ? See  Advice  to  Bookfellcrs,  page  48. 
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the  fcience  of  Phyfic,  which  is  only  capable  to 
fan,  and  exalt  its  fanative  powers,  to  a greater 
perfection  than  the  prefent  age  can  boaft,  and  for 
want  of  that  all-healing  influence,  thoufands  of 
the  human  race  bear  their  complaints  in  fable  co- 
lours ; nor  do  the  monuments  of  the  dead  for- 
get to  upbraid  medical  prelumption,  or  negli- 
gence, and  urge  the  difpenfor  of  health,  who 
ftands  betwixt  the  living  and  the  dead  to  be  more 
vigilant. 


pifpenfary,  Soho  Square , 
London. 
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